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A great trade also passed through these provinces
from all the countries on the frontier of Persia, and
the frontier provinces of Tartary, as well as from
Surat and Baroach on the western side of India.
These parts opened to Bengal a communication with
the Persian Gulf and with the Red Sea, and through
them with the whole Turkish and the maritime parts
of the Persian Empire, besides the commercial in-
tercourse which it maintained with those and many
other countries through its own seaports.

During that period the remittances to the Mogul's
treasury from Bengal were never very large, at least
for any considerable time, nor very regularly sent;
and the impositions of the state were soon repaid
with interest through the medium of a lucrative
commerce. But the disorders of Persia, since the
death of Kouli Kh&n, have wholly destroyed the trade
And the of that country ; and the trade to Turkey, by

Jidda and Bussorah, which was the great-
est and perhaps best branch of the Indian trade,
is very much diminished. The fall of the throne
of the Mogul emperors has drawn with it that of
the great marts of Agra and Delhi. The utmost
confusion of the northwestern provinces followed this
revolution, which was not absolutely complete until
it received the last hand from Great Britain. Still
greater calamities have fallen upon the fine provinces
of Rohilcund and Oude, and on the countries of Co-
rah and Allahabad. By the operations of the British
arms and influence, they are in many places turned
to mere deserts, or so reduced and decayed as to
afford very few materials or means of commerce.
state of          Such is the actual condition of the trade

trade- in the

of Bengal since the establishment of the